PRESS RELEASE
(Sept. 12, 2008) Members of the ________________ Preventing Falls Together Coalition are encouraging municipal election candidates to become more knowledgeable about preventing fall and fall-related injuries among their senior population and to focus on making sure their community is age-friendly. Coalition member _________ says, “municipal politicians should work to ensure that their community’s policies, services and structures support and enable older people to age actively in a safe environment, in good health and participate fully in society.”

Each year, one of every three Nova Scotia seniors will fall, and more than half will fall more than once. Falling accounts for most injuries to the elderly and in Nova Scotia, treating these injuries costs $72 million each year. 

____________says, “people working in municipal governments can take the lead in falls prevention by making public places safe and removing falls hazards, increasing the public’s awareness of risks and prevention of falls, supporting local falls prevention programs and services, making affordable physical activities available to seniors, and auditing public facilities for falls risks.” “Falls are a serious hazard and by working together we can reduce risk,” added_______________.

Members of the local coalition have provided each candidate with information on the issue of seniors’ falls and will continue to partner with local government to make their local community safe and do everything that can be done to prevent falls and fall-related injuries. 

For more information contact the Guysborough County Preventing Falls Together Coalition at 

www.preventingfallstogether.ca
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