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Municipal Elections Provincial Project
Overview and Ideas for Coalition Members 
Project Purpose

Municipal elections are taking place across the province on October 18 and for our Preventing Falls Together coalitions, it is an opportunity to inform and educate candidates. An information package has been developed to inform the candidates on:
· the statistics and the impacts that falls can have on seniors and their families and our health care system

· the work of the PFT coalition and the provincial program

· what municipal governments can do to ensure our communities are age-friendly 

How to Use Candidate’s Package

The information contained in this package can be used to open a dialogue on falls prevention with those running for office. You can use one or more of the following options to raise awareness about falls prevention with your candidate:

· Either individually or as a group of coalition members attend an event where a candidate is giving a speech or is open to having questions from the floor to ask questions about their commitment to falls prevention.
· Have a discussion about falls prevention when candidates knock on your door. Inform them what role they can play if elected.
· Call and provide the information to the candidate or their campaign manager
· Send information provided to the candidates in an e-mail or via Canada Post

· Use the press to bring media attention to the issue

· Ask colleagues in your organization to support you in your efforts

· Request a meeting with the candidates to talk about issue. 
· Coalition members supply the provided brochure and checklist to all the candidates running in the communities represented on the coalition. 

· Ask candidates to complete the “Neighborhood Fall Safe Checklist” while out campaigning. Once completed they can use it to in their work as a potential policy maker. 
Resources You Will Need
Two components of your work in this municipal elections project will be advocacy and media relations. You will find a wealth of information on both these topics in your Preventing Falls Together Tool Kit:

· Section 2B: How to Advocate for Change, p. 51

· Section 2C: How to Communicate Effectively Through the Media, p. 69

Get a full list of the candidates running in your municipality by contacting the Returning Officer in your area. To find contact information for Returning Officer in your municipality, go to: http://www.gov.ns.ca/snsmr/election/
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Please record your activities in the coalition activity log.








